3/7/69 



Dear Steve, 


The verdict is is sad, as you may recall I feared, X em satisfied we 
do not have a judicial determination of fact, not in the Shaw case. .Again **im went 
off half-cocked and again he has an inadequate charge. There are two other perjur- 
ies of which 1 know and of which x earlier gave him evidence. Why he did not ubs 
it during the trial I cannot even guess. The inadequacy of the presentation you 
^qannot imagine for you know little about the N.O. end. 

Try and get of the pendulum. 

iin If this makes a cynic of you, you will have wanted to be and will be 

vjuising this as an excuse. The trouble is not because, people are "stupid, cruel and 
inhuman" but for entirely other reasons. In what troubles you, it is because one 
in particular was irresponsible (for whatever reason) and not honest. However, I 
/y-sbpeat you did have warnings you would not accept. Your trouble is within, because, 
vt ether or not. you concede it, you are troubled that you did not understands) did 
r<t question, and you realize you should have. Is not at least part 1 ^ guilt feeling, 
liom. having been pert of what was so ruinous? If it is, it should not bv-, not 
l^jMcause it is not true but because your lac?c of expedience made you mono susceptible 
that with more experience you would have be*=n. An^ need I point out all those so 
much more experienced, more mature, of whom this was no less true? If nothing else 
n be blamed, it is tnis self-seeking sycophancy that is largely responsible. Jim 
d nothing but "yes men" around him, save one, end this not only led him where he 
pie nt, hut seriously diminished the ability of that one to exert any influence. 

The wonderland of waich you speok is al3o, in each case, internal. 
u That, toe, is but an excuse, for we aid not all live in that wonderland and too 
many of those who did merely pretended yo, for they knew better. 


I am not about to engaged in epistolary defenses of charges against 
law, nor am I about to predict that ^im will suddenly become rational and reasonable, 
lowaver, I tell you the area of the perjuries? in swearing that be handled the 
Rentals and this kept him too busy to do anything end iti swearing that he left 
the ITM completely voluntarily. I have the rroof in my possession. 3fim had it snd 
failed to use it. Can you imagine the impact this would have h«d b? fora a Jury? 


Did you oyer hear or hear of Lamsrro using the additional names of 
Patrick (middle) or Terrand, perhaps tnavronyraic? Or any other of that group? 

■' A 

“he books question uro nob fcnoae i gavo Mark* You and I were st your 
met cl locker at school and I gave them to you thoro. I believe I gave "‘ark only 
personal copies, for aim end others in his family. I have again spoken to the P.0 
and they insist they have a record of delivery. It doss mo little good to chalk up 
a loss against a defunct CCI. Unless ^ouis gets that set fixed, what £icd of spot 
am I in whan both of you destroyed tbs P.0, recijjpts? I haw- written ou about the 
rifle and asked that he send it, with the clips and ammo I hsd....Jim - '‘ u awrence phoned 
me earlier in the week. If you taped his commentary, I’d like them. As you^perhaps 
know, I hava the highest regard and the warmest feelings for him end Art. egards to 
everyone, and do not permit yourself to get too discouraged. There will be "temporary 
adverse effects but in the long pull we have materially advanced, not through any 
responsible act of any of the principals. And ask yourself of $our continuing help to 
those you knew lacked intellectual integrity. Is this part of your problem? Best, HW 



